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formed for an immediate attack on the Spanish posses-
sions of Panama, Havarina and the Philippine Islands,
By striking swiftly the American fleet might be seized
before it could get into Cadiz, and its capture would add
to the resources of England, while diminishing those of
the enemy. These wise views failed to meet with the
approval of the cabinet. Pitt's boldness appeared mad-
ness to the majority of his colleagues.
Pitt's influence in his cabinet, which had never been
so assured as his power over the House of Commons or
his popularity in the country, had waned considerably
Pitt and since the death of George II. (October 25,
George II. tjfo^ George had never liked him, and had
struggled against the necessity of taking him as minister,
but after once accepting him, and especially after he had
proved his capacity for conducting the war, he had given
him staunch support. When Pitt took office in 1757, he
said to the king, ' Give me your confidence and I will
deserve it.' The king replied, ( Deserve my confidence
and you shall have it,' and he kept his word.
With the accession of George III. a new era in
English politics commenced. George 11., though he might
grumble that 'in this country ministers are king,5 and
Political wonder that the nobles of England should
attitude of choose to be £ footmen of a Duke of Newcastle
and George when they might be the friends and counsellors
IIL	of their sovereign,' had yet never made a
serious attempt to shake off the control of the great
Whig families to whom the House of Hanover owed their
crown. George III. came to the throne with the full
intention of emancipating himself from their influence.
Pitt was not, properly speaking, a member of the Whig
aristocracy, but during the last years of George II. he
had been closely united with its leaders, and by reason
of his great eminence he was equally obnoxious to a king

